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Untitled poem by Aleksandr Sergeevich Pushkin, 1829
(metrical translation by P. Bird)

« MeuThbI »

Bpo:ky 1u s1 BAOJIb YJIHI] HIyMHBIX,
Bxo0:Ky 1b BO MHOTOJIIOAHBIN XpaM,
CuiKy JIb MeK HHOIIEeH 0e3yMHbIX,
S npeaarchr MOMM MeYTaM.

51 rosopro: mpoM4aTcs roawl,

U ckoJKko 37ech HH BUAHO HAC,
M1 Bce coMaéM Moa Be4HbI CBOAbI,
N 4geii-undyap yx 0J1M30K Yac.

I'maxy b Ha 1y0 yeAuHEHHDIH,
S MbIcay. maTpHapx Jecos.
epexuBéT Mol BeKk 3a0BeHHBIH,
Kak nepesxus oH Bex 0TLOB.

MuaaneHua Jib MHJIOBO JIACKAIO,
Vike s1 nymaro: npoctu!
Tebe s1 MmecTO ycTyna:
MHe Bpemsi TJ1€Th, Te0e LIBECTH.

JeHb KaxKablil, KAXKIAYI0 FOAUHY
IIpuBbIK 51 AYMOI NPOBOXKAATD,
I'pagymeit cmepTH roq0BIIMHY

Mex ux cTapasicb yraaaTb.

N rae mHe cMepTh NONLIET CyALOMHA?
B 6010 i1, B CTPAHCTBUH, B BOJTHAX?
Wam cocennss noamHa

Moii npuMeT 0XJ1agebIi npax?

H xoTh 6ecuycTBeHHOMY TeJry
PaBHO nmoBcloay UCTJIeBATD,
Ho 6smxe kK MuI0My npenesy
MHe Bcé 0 X0Te10Ch MOYHBATh.

N nyctsb y rpo6oBoBo Bxoaa
Muaanasi Oyaer KU3Hb HTPATh,
N paBHOaymHas npupoaa
Kpacor BeuHOI0 CHSATB.

“Reverie”

While wandering a noisy roadway,
Or entering a crowded church,

Or sitting with the crazy young folk,
| fall into my reverie:

| think again: The years are marching;
The number left we cannot see.

We all must pass the eternal archway,
Each at his hour, inexorably.

When | behold a lonely oak tree,

| think: A forest patriarch;

It will outlive my time and memory,
As grandfather’s it also marked.

While cradling a lovely baby,
Immediately | think: farewell!

| yield my place, so yours it may be:
As | fade, your bloom shall swell.

Each day, as days roll on to year-end,
| escort with familiar thoughts:

Which day will be the anniversary
When by slow death | will be caught?

And where will fate my ending tally?
In war, abroad, or on the sea?
Perhaps the very next small valley
My cooling ashes will receive?

Although, in truth, a senseless body
Is careless where it lies, at best,
Yet close to my beloved country

Is where | long to take my rest.

And let this be: By my sepulcher
Young life will come to play, in time.
And let indifferent, thoughtless Nature
Eternally in beauty shine.
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