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poem A.S. Pushkin 1829; arrang. Peter Bird 2005
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Untitled poem by Aleksandr Sergeevich Pushkin, 1829

(metrical translation by P. Bird)

« MeuThbl »

Bpo:xy Jin 51 BA0JIb YJINII HIyMHBIX,
Bxo0:Ky Jib BO MHOTOJIIOAHBIN XpaMm,
Cuiky J1b Mesk I0HoIeil 0e3yMHBIX,
51 npexaroch, MOUM MeYTaM.

51 roBopro: mpomMuarcsi roabl,

U ckoJiko 31€ech HM BUIHO HAC,
MbI Bce cOiiiéM 1Mo BeUYHbI CBOJbI,
N 4geii-aulyab yx 01M30K 4ac.

I'naxy ab Ha 1y0 yenMHEHHBIH,
S MbIC1y: IaTPpHAPX JIECOB.
IlepexuBéT MOI BeK 3a0BEeHHBbII,
Kak nepeskus1 oH Bek 0TI OB.

MuaaaeHua Jb MUJIOBO JIACKAIO,
VYike s1 nymaro: npocrtu!
Tebe s1 MecTO ycTynamw:
MHe Bpems TJIeTh, Te0e IBECTH.

JeHb KaxIbIi, KaXKIYI0 FOAUHY
IIpuBbIK s AYMOI1 POBOXKAATD,
I'panyuieit cMepTH roA0BIUIHHY

Me:k X cTapasicb yraaarth.

U rae MHe cMepTh MONLIET CyAbOUHA?
B 0010 11, B CTPaHCTBHUH, B BOJIHAX?
HNnu coceqnsisi 101UHAa

Moii npuMeT oxJIafesblil mpax?

H xoTh 0ecuycTBEeHHOMY TeJry
PaBHO nmoBCIOAY MCT/IEBATD,
Ho 0amxe k MuiIomMy npeaesry
MHue Bcé 6 X0TeJ10Ch MOYHBAThD.

N nycthb y rpo6oBoBO BXoaa
Muaanasi Oyaer »KM3Hb UTPaTh,
N paBHOAymIHAAIA IPUPOAA
Kpacor Be4HOI0 CUSATD.

“Reverie”’

While wandering a noisy roadway,
Or entering a crowded church,

Or sitting with the crazy young folk,
I fall into my reverie:

I think again: The years are marching;
The number left we cannot see.

We all must pass the eternal archway,
Each at his hour, inexorably.

When I behold a lonely oak tree,

I think: A forest patriarch;

It will outlive my time and memory,
As grandfather’s it also marked.

While cradling a lovely baby,
Immediately I think: farewell!

I yield my place, so yours it may be:
As I fade, your bloom shall swell.

Each day, as days roll on to year-end,
I escort with familiar thoughts:
Which day will be the anniversary
When by slow death I will be caught?

And where will fate my ending tally?
In war, abroad, or on the sea?
Perhaps the very next small valley
My cooling ashes will receive?

Although, in truth, a senseless body
Is careless where it lies, at best,

Yet close to my beloved country

Is where I long to take my rest.

And let this be: By my sepulcher
Young life will come to play, in time.
And let indifferent, thoughtless Nature
Eternally in beauty shine.

Copyright © 2005 by George Peter Bird.
This edition may be freely distributed, duplicated, performed, and recorded.



